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REMOTE HOUSING PROGRAM, COVID-19 FACTORS PROVIDE 

MARGINAL IMPROVEMENT TO TERRITORY HOMELESSNESS NUMBERS 

 

Today’s release of Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) data on estimated numbers of Australians 

experiencing homelessness on Census night 2021 shows the critical importance of investment in new 

social and affordable housing and specialist homelessness services, says NT Shelter. 

The much-anticipated snapshot showed the Northern Territory bucking the national trend, with a 4.5% 

reduction in the number of people experiencing homelessness compared to the 2016 Census. In 

comparison, the number of people across Australia as a whole rose by 5.2% in the corresponding period. 

“We have seen from today’s statistics the value and importance of the remote housing partnership 

agreements in the Northern Territory over the past five years. This investment in new housing has led to 

a 10.5% reduction in the number of Territorians experiencing severe house crowding, or 1,161 

Territorians”, Chief Executive Officer Peter McMillan said. 

“However, with 54.9% of remote community homes across the Northern Territory still overcrowded, there 

is a very long way to go before our Aboriginal families have access to housing that is safe, affordable and 

appropriate”, he added. 

The ABS data revealed that on Census night there were 13,104 people experiencing homelessness in the 

Northern Territory, down from 13,717 in 2016.  The number of young people aged 12 to 24 fell by 8.2%, 

in contrast to a rise of 1.9% nationally. However, the number of people aged 55 and over who were 

experiencing homelessness rose by 13.4% to 1,615. 

“We are very concerned by the risks of homelessness that are being faced by more senior Territorians 

each day with heightened cost of living pressures, higher mortgage repayments and a chronic lack of 

affordable rental properties on the market. It is essential that the Commonwealth, State and Territory 

governments and the community sector work closely together to finalise the Commonwealth 

Government’s National Housing Plan as a matter of urgency, in order to prevent more Australians entering 

into homelessness”, Mr McMillan said. 

Mr McMillan praised the work of frontline specialist homelessness services across the Northern Territory 

who, particularly during COVID-19, had managed to accommodate more people experiencing 

homelessness in supported accommodation and reduce the number of people sleeping rough. Short-stay 

accommodation brought on line by the Northern Territory Government for rough sleepers at Batten Road 

in Darwin was also noted as providing much needed additional shelter capacity. 



 
 

“The Census was undertaken at a time when we were at the height of COVID-19 and when extraordinary 

efforts in the Northern Territory were taken to house and support rough sleepers during lockdowns. Our 

services, who provide vital support on a daily basis to many vulnerable people, helped us see fewer people 

experiencing homelessness – a tremendous achievement given the sheer case management workload in 

the Territory and the abysmally low level of funding received in comparison with other States”, McMillan 

said. 

NT Shelter, along with over 230 other peak bodies and charities across Australia, has called on the 

Commonwealth Government to continue to support front line homelessness services by not cutting $65 

million each year from sector funding under the National Housing and Homelessness Agreement. It is also 

urging the Commonwealth to take urgent action to prevent a further 15,000 to 20,000 properties across 

Australia falling out of the national affordable housing stock portfolio as National Rental Affordability 

Scheme (NRAS) entitlements cease over the coming 3 years.   

Mr McMillan also stressed the importance of needs-based funding for homelessness services to the States 

and Territories instead of the current model whereby funding is based on each State and Territory’s share 

of population. 

“Everybody I talk to agrees that it is ridiculous that the Northern Territory receives 1.3% of national 

homelessness funding when it has 11 times the national rate of homelessness. Despite signs of some very 

modest improvement in our overall homelessness numbers in this Census, it’s little wonder that we still 

have such an overwhelming housing and homelessness crisis in the Territory”, Mr McMillan said. 

-ENDS- 

 

FAST FACTS 

• There were 122,494 Australians experiencing homelessness on Census night 2021, up from 
116,427 in 2016. 

• The number of persons identifying as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander experiencing 
homelessness in 2021 was 11,394. This is a decrease of 737 persons, or 6.1%, compared to 2016. 

• Aboriginal persons represent 86.9% of the Northern Territory homelessness estimate. 

• Severely overcrowded housing makes up 75.6% of the Northern Territory’s homelessness count. 
97.6% of people living in severely overcrowded dwellings are Aboriginal. 

• While the number of men experiencing homelessness in the NT has decreased by 7.1% in the 2021 
Census, women haven’t fared as well with numbers reducing by 2%. 
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