


• High level view of Homelessness in the NT

• What’s happened since April 2019

• Big themes and opportunities

• Implications for advocacy



Source: OECD, Affordable Housing Database, Table HC 3.1.1a (last 

updated 27/5/21)
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Country Homeless as % of total 
population

New Zealand 0.86%

Australia 0.48%

Slovak Republic 0.44%

Northern Territory 5.6%

Source: OECD Affordable Housing Database, HC3.1 Homeless Population, last updated 
27/5/21 



• NT Population 250,000

• Est. homeless population 13,727 ( Census 2016)

• 12x  national average

• 88.5% identify as Aboriginal persons

• 83% in severely overcrowded dwellings

• 71% in remote communities

• 10,000 house shortfall and growing

• 54% of houses in remote communities overcrowded
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• Vulnerabilities

• Knowledge gaps, service gaps

• Motels vs in situ

• Short-stay accommodation

• Assertive Outreach



• Regional housing crisis – vacancy rates, rent increases

• Infrastructure Australia Plan

• NT Infrastructure Commissioner

• Industry and population growth, key worker housing

• Housing as a constraint to economic growth

• Strategic land use and zoning
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• What’s cutting through, what’s not?

• Why aren’t we getting the cut-through we need?

• Are there other approaches and emerging themes?

• Will we learn from COVID-19 experience?

• Can we get reasonable rent controls?

• Ending rough sleeping

• Who can we partner with?



"There's no reason why there should be 
homelessness in a country like New Zealand. We've 
said from the outset that we believe we're a country 
that has the prosperity and the empathy to make 
sure that everyone is housed”

Jacinda Adern, May 2018



Source: World Bank and OECD and Remplan (EDA)

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

0.00%

0.10%

0.20%

0.30%

0.40%

0.50%

0.60%

0.70%

0.80%

0.90%

1.00%

N
e
w

 Z
e
a
la

n
d

A
u
s
tr

a
li
a

S
lo

v
a
k
 R

e
p
u
b
li
c

G
e
rm

a
n
y

L
u
x
e
m

b
o
u
rg

C
a
n
a
d
a

L
a
tv

ia

S
w

e
d
e
n

A
u
s
tr

ia

T
h
e
 N

e
th

e
rl

a
n
d

s

C
z
e
c
h
 R

e
p
u
b

li
c

F
ra

n
c
e

G
re

e
c
e

S
lo

v
e
n
ia

U
S
A

Ir
e
la

n
d

D
e
n
m

a
rk

F
in

la
n
d

H
u
n
g
a
ry

Ic
e
la

n
d

It
a
ly

P
o
la

n
d

C
h
il
e

C
o
s
ta

 R
ic

a

N
o
rw

a
y

P
o
rt

u
g
a
l

E
s
to

n
ia

B
ra

z
il

S
p

a
in

Is
ra

e
l

M
e
x
ic

o

C
o
lo

m
b
ia

L
it

h
u
a
n
ia

C
ro

a
ti

a

Ja
p
a
n

GDP Per Capita (USD) Homelessness as % of Population Linear (GDP Per Capita (USD))



Source: World Bank, OECD and Remplan (Economic Development Australia)
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