
Homelessness in the 
Northern Territory



Our Key Principles:

• Housing is a human right

• Work collaboratively with all stakeholders

• Focus on the urban centres, regional towns and remote communities

• Promote consumer rights

• Indigenous housing disadvantage must be addressed

What we do



ABS definition 
People are homeless if they are: 
• in improvised dwellings or sleeping out
• in supported accommodation 
• temporarily staying with other households
• in boarding houses or other temporary lodging 
• in ‘severely’ crowded dwellings (when a dwelling requires 4 or more 

extra bedrooms to accommodate the people who usually live there)

People can experience homelessness as an isolated event, for long 
periods of time or in cycles which are difficult to break from. 
Homelessness causes social exclusion and further disadvantage.

What’s Homelessness?
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Let’s figure…



Homelessness in NT

Where are they?



Why are people 
homeless?



Did you know?
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Homelessness in NT

Public Housing 



Social & affordable housing 

• Venture Housing

➢ Affordable Housing
➢ Community Housing
➢ Emergency Relief

• Yilli-Rreung Housing Aboriginal 
Corporation

• Central Australian Affordable Housing 
Company



Undersupply due to :
• Distribution of small discreet communities (total NT 

population spread across a large geographic area of 
1.421 million km²)

• Low yield returns to developers (High land cost and 
low availability, high construction and infrastructure 
costs)

Social & affordable housing 



• Accommodation Action Groups

• Homelessness Response Group

• Homelessness Services Directory

• Policy Development & Advocacy

• Statistics & Research 

• Projects & Outreach

What we do



Homelessness in NT

Homelessness Services 
Directory



Changing the 
Homelessness Paradigm

Dept of Housing: 

• 5-year Homelessness Strategy
• Community Housing Strategy
• Social Housing Head-Lease

Wrap around support 
tailored to individual needs

Homeless 
Person

Housing Options 
based on needs and 

abilities

Housing First Model



How can you help?



Useful Resources

• www.ntshelter.org.au

• www.shelterme.org.au

• www.homelessnessaustralia.com.au

• www.ahuri.edu.au

• dhcd.nt.gov.au

• www.aihw.gov.au

• www.abs.gov.au

http://www.ntshelter.org.au/
http://www.shelterme.org.au/
http://www.homelessnessaustralia.com.au/
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/
https://dhcd.nt.gov.au/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/
http://www.abs.gov.au/

