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Territory’s First FoyerInvest Working Group Launched to Drive Youth Foyer Advocacy 

A long-term vision to support young Territorians into housing, education and employment is taking 
shape through the newly established NT FoyerInvest Working Group. 

NT Shelter and Anglicare NT have jointly established the Working Group to drive coordinated advocacy 
for Youth Foyers in the Northern Territory, the only Australian jurisdiction without one. 

The NT FoyerInvest Working Group brings together Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation, Rirratjingu 
Aboriginal Corporation, Yilli Rreung Housing Aboriginal Corporation, Jawoyn Association, the Foyer 
Foundation, Anglicare NT and NT Shelter. Together, the group will develop a ten-year vision for the 
establishment of Youth Foyers across the Territory, and a practical pathway to make that vision a reality. 

Youth Foyers provide 16-24 year olds with a safe and stable home, integrated with education, 
employment and life skills support for up to two years.  

Youth Foyers work. Across Australia they have seen:           

● Over 80% of young people exiting Youth Foyers into safe and stable accommodation 

● 4 of 5 participants engaged in education and/or employment when they exit Youth Foyers            

● A 6 to 1 return on investment to Government through higher tax revenues and lower 

healthcare, justice and housing costs. 

 

The NT is the only state or territory in Australia without a Youth Foyer. 

NT Shelter CEO Annie Taylor said the establishment of the Working Group marks a shift towards 
coordinated, NT-wide action. 

“The NT has the highest rates of youth homelessness in the country and yet we’re not providing young 
people with sufficient shelter and housing options. The Foyer approach is one such option that needs to 
be available to those young people who are ready for independence,” Ms Taylor said. 

Anglicare NT CEO, Craig Kelly, said collaboration was central to the initiative. 

“This is about long-term, coordinated planning for the Territory. We are building a shared vision that 
reflects the unique context of the Territory,” Mr Kelly said. 

The Working Group will complement national advocacy efforts led by the Foyer Foundation while 
developing a Territory-specific approach that responds to local need. 

“Part of finding effective solutions to a youth homelessness crisis that predominately impacts Aboriginal 
young people is adapting an approach that works elsewhere to the NT context. That’s what this Working 
Group must prioritise.” Said Elizabeth Stubbs, Acting CEO Yilli Rreung Housing Aboriginal Corporation. 

The group is calling on governments and stakeholders to work collaboratively to ensure young 
Territorians have access to the same evidence-based approach available elsewhere in Australia. 
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