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Housing Strategy sets the direction. Now Territorians need homes, targets and delivery. 

NT Shelter has welcomed the release of the Northern Territory Housing Strategy 2026-2030, saying the 
Strategy provides a direction, but that its success will depend on whether it delivers more homes that 
Territorians can actually afford. The focus must now shift from strategy to implementation through clear 
housing supply targets, public reporting and accountability. 

The Strategy recognises housing as essential infrastructure and takes a broad view of the factors 
affecting supply, including land, planning, construction capacity, affordable and social housing. NT 
Shelter CEO Annie Taylor said this whole-of-system approach is an important foundation. 

“The Strategy correctly recognises that housing is essential infrastructure that underpins economic 
development, workforce growth, community safety, and the wellbeing of Territorians,” Ms Taylor said.  

“It also acknowledges the scale of the task. On the Government’s own estimates, population growth will 
require thousands of additional homes by 2030 simply to stop today’s housing pressures becoming 
worse.” 

Ms Taylor said the next step was translating the Strategy into practical implementation through clear, 
regionally based housing supply targets, public reporting, and clear responsibility for delivery. 

“The real measure of success will be what changes on the ground over the next four years. It is important 
for Territorians to know how many homes will be delivered, where they will be built and who is 
responsible for delivering them.” 

NT Shelter said implementation should maintain a strong focus on increasing the supply of homes that 
Territorians can actually afford. 

"The Territory needs more housing, but more importantly it needs more housing that Territorians can 
afford. Increasing overall supply is important, but unless affordable and social housing grows alongside 
it, many Territorians will continue to be priced out.” 

"Delivering the right mix of market, affordable and social housing will determine whether this Strategy 
succeeds, in fact whether the Territory succeeds. Success is dependent on whether the people who keep 
our communities running can afford to live here.” 

NT Shelter said the community housing sector had already been laying many of the foundations needed 
to support implementation, including strengthening sector capability, improving data and evidence, 
developing the workforce and fostering greater collaboration across the housing system. These 
initiatives align closely with the Strategy's emphasis on partnership, capability and innovation. 

Community housing providers also offer an important opportunity to increase housing supply by 
attracting Commonwealth investment, leveraging financing and delivering long-term tenancy 
management. 



 
“With the right pipeline and policy settings, community housing providers can help government deliver 
substantially more housing than either sector could achieve alone. Like NT Shelter, they stand ready to 
work alongside Government to deliver more homes that Territorians can afford, ensure the Territory 
secures its fair share of Commonwealth housing investment.” 

NT Shelter also said implementation should balance tenant accountability with accountability for the 
performance of the housing system, including maintaining homes, completing repairs, and increasing 
the overall supply of social and affordable housing. 

“Ultimately, a housing system cannot manage its way out of a housing shortage. The success of this 
Strategy won’t be measured by a document, but by whether more Territorians can find a home they can 
afford and whether housing pressures ease. NT Shelter is ready to work constructively with Government 
to help turn the Strategy into homes.” 
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